

Directions:  Actively read the following excerpts from Common Sense (1776) written by Thomas Paine.  List the arguments that Paine makes for breaking from Great Britain in the space provided.  

	Excerpts
	Arguments Paine Makes For Independence

	“It is foolish to be always running three or four thousand miles with a tale or petition.  Waiting four or five months for an answer, which when obtained requires five or six more to explain it”


	

	“I have heard it asserted by some, that as America has flourished under her former connection with Great Britain, the same connection is necessary towards her future happiness.  I answer roundly that America would have flourished as much, and probably much more, had no European power taken any notice of her. The [trade goods] by which she hath enriched herself are the necessaries of life, and will always have a market while eating is the custom of Europe.”


	

	“But she has protected us, say some… We have boasted the protection of Great Britain without considering that... she id not protect us from our enemies on our account, but from her enemies on her own account.”


	

	“Every quiet method for peace has been useless.  Our prayers have been rejected with disdain… Wherefore, since nothing but fighting will do, for God’s sake, let us come to a final separation!”                            
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