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TRUMAN AND THE BEGINNING OF THE COLD WAR
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The end of World War II raised two major issues. The first concerned the survival of the combatants;
with the exception of the United States, the nations involved in World War II had all seen fighting
within their borders, and the destruction had been immense. The second issue involved the shape of
the new world and what new political alliances would be formed. This question would become the
major source of contention between the world’s two leading political-economic systems, capitalism
and communism.
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The stakes in this power struggle, called the Cold War (because there was no actual combat as there
is in a “hot war”), were high. Though the major powers (the United States and Soviet Union) didn’t
enter into combat in the Cold War, the United States did fight hot wars in Korea and Vietnam dur-
ing this time. The American economy was growing more dependent on exports; American industry
also needed to import metals, a process requiring (1) open trade, and (2) friendly relations with those
nations that provided those metals. In addition, with many postwar economies in shambles, competi-
tion for the few reasonably healthy économies grew fiercer. Finally, those countries that were strongest
before the war—Germany, Japan, and Great Britain—had either been defeated or seen their influence
abroad greatly reduced. The United States and the Soviet Union emerged as the two new superpowers.
Although they were allies during the second world war, the war’s end exposed the countries’ many
ideological differences, and they soon became enemies.

Truman anp Forein Povicy

The differences between Soviet and American goals were apparent even before the war was over,
but became even clearer when the Soviets refused to recognize Poland’s conservative government-
in-exile. (The Polish government had moved to England to escape the Nazis; this government was
backed by the United States.) A Communist government took over Poland. Within two years pro-
Soviet Communist coups had also taken place in Hungary and Czechoslovakia. The propaganda in
the United States and USSR during this period reached a fever pitch. In each country the other was
portrayed as trying to take over the world for its own sinister purposes.

Then, in 1947, Commumst insurgents threatened to take over both Greece and Turkey, but Eng-
land could no longer prop up these nations. In a speech before Congtess in which he asked for $400
million in aid to the two countries, Truman asserted, “I believe it must be the policy of the United
States to support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or outside
pressures.” This statement, called the Truman Doctrine, became the cornerstone of a larger policy,
articulated by George Kennan, called “containment.” The idea of containment came from what is
known as the Long Telegram, which Kennan sent to Washington from his duty station in Germany,
in 1946. This policy said that the United States would not instigate a war with the Soviet Union, but
it would come to the defense of countries in danger of Soviet takeover. The pohcy aimed to prevent
the spread of communism and encourage the Soviets'to abandon their aggressive strategies.

Meanwhile, the United States used a tried-and-true method to shore up its alliances—it gave away
money. The Marshall Plan (named for Secretary of State George Marshall) sent more than $12 billion
to Europe to help rebuild its cities and economy. In return for that money, of course, countries were
expected to become American allies. Although the Marshall Plan was offered to Eastern Europe and
the Soviet Union, no countries in the Soviet sphere participated in the program, as Stalin viewed this
as further evidence of U.S. imperialism. The United States also formed a mutual defense alliance with
Western Europe called the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in 1949. Truman did not have
an easy time convincing Congress that NATO was necessary; remember, from the time of Washing-
ton’s Farewell Address, Amierican sentiment has strengly favored avoiding all foreign entanglements.

The crisis in Berlin the previous year, however, helped convince Congress to support NATO. The
crisis represented a culmination of events after World War II. In 1945 Germany had been divided
into four sectors, with England, France, the United States, and the USSR each controlling one. Berlin,
though deep in Soviet territory, had been similarly divided. Upon learning that the three Western
Allies planned to merge their sectors into one country and to bring that country into the Western
economy, the Soviets responded by imposing a blockade on Berlin. Truman refused to surrender the
city, however, and ordered airlifts to keep that portion under Western control supplied with food and
tuel. The blockade continued for close to a year, by which point the blockade became such a political
liability that the Soviets gave it up. Students often confuse the Berlin Blockade with the Berlin Wall.
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The Berlin Blockade was an event that occurred during the Truman administration in 1948, while
the Berlin Wall was erected in 1961 during the Kennedy administration. Constructed of concrete and
barbed wire, the wall separated the Soviet sector of Berlin from West Berlin and became a symbol of
the Cold War. The wall was finally dismantled in 1989.

Not long after the United States joined NATO, the Soviets detonated their first atomic bomb. Fear
of Soviet invasion or subterfuge also led to the creation of the National Security Council (a group of
foreign affairs advisers who work for the president) and the Central Intelligence Agency (the United
States’ spy network).

As if Truman didn’t have enough headaches in Europe, he also had to deal with Asia. Two issues
dominated U.S. policy in the region: the reconstruction of Japan and the Chinese Revolution. After
the war the United States occupied Japan, and its colonial possessions were divided up. The United
States took control of the Pacific Islands and the southern half of Korea, while the USSR took con-
trol of the northern half of Korea. Under the command of General Douglas MacArthur, Japan wrote
a democratic constitution, demilitarized, and started a remarkable economic revival. The United
States was not as successful in China, where it chose to side with Chiang Kai-shek’s Nationalist
government against Mao Zedong’s Communist insurgents, during China’s 20-year civil war. Despite
massive American military aid, the Communists overthrew the Nationalists, whose government was
exiled to Taiwan. For decades the United States refused to recognize the legitimacy of Mao’s regime,
creating another international “hot spot” for Americans. Truman also chose to aid the French during
the Vietnamese war for independence in Indochina, although most Americans were not aware of this
at the time.

McCartHYISM _
All this conflict with communists resurrected anti-communist paranoia at home, just as anti-commu-
nism had swept America during the Red Scare after WWI. In 1947 Truman ordered investigations of
3 million federal employees in a search for “security risks.” Those found to have a potential Achilles’
heel—either previous association with “known communists” or a “moral” weakness such as alcohol-
ism or homosexuality (which, the government reasoned, made them easy targets for blackmail)—were
dismissed without a hearing. In 1949 former State Department official Alger Hiss was found guilty
of consorting with a communist spy (Richard Nixon was the congressman mostly responsible for
Hiss’s downfall). Americans began to passionately fear the “enemy within.” Even the Screen Actors
Guild, then headed by Ronald Reagan, was attempting to discover and purge its own communists.
It was this atmosphere that allowed a demagogic senator named Joseph McCarthy to rise from
near anonymity to national fame. In 1950 McCarthy claimed to have a list of more than 200 known
communists working for the State Department. He subsequently changed that number several times,
which should have clued people in to the fact that he was not entirely truthful. Unchallenged,
McCarthy went on to lead a campaign of innuendo that ruined the lives of thousands of innocent
people. Without ever uncovering a single communist, McCarthy held years of hearings with regard to
. subversion, not just in the government, but in education and the entertainment industry as well. Those
subpoenaed were often forced to confess to previous associations with communists and name others
with similar associations. Industries created lists of those tainted by these charges, called blacklists,
which prevented the accused from working, just as blacklists had been used against union organizers
at the turn of the last century. McCarthy’s downfall came in 1954, during the Eisenhower adminis-
tration, when he accused the Army of harboring communists. He had finally chosen too powerful a
target. The Army fought back hard, and with help from Edward R. Murrow’s television show, in the
Army-McCarthy hearings, McCarthy was made to look foolish. The public turned its back on him,
and the era of McCarthyism ended.
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Truman’s Domestic Poticy anp THE ELEcTioN oF 1948

The end of the war meant the end of wartime production. With fewer Jeeps, airplanes, guns, bombs,
and uniforms to manufacture, American businesses started laying off employees. Returning war vet-
erans further crowded the job market, and unemployment levels rose dramatically. At the same time
many people who had built up their savings during the war (since rationing had limited the availabil-
ity of consumer goods) started to spend more liberally, causing prices to rise. In 1946 the inflation rate
was nearly 20 percent. The poor and unemployed felt the effects the most. Truman offered some New
Deal-style solutions to America’s economic woes, but a new conservatism had taken over American
politics. Most of his proposals were rejected, and the few that were implemented had little effect.

The new conservatism brought with it a new round of anti-unionism in the country. Americans
were particularly upset when workers in essential industries went on strike, as when the coal miners’
strike (by the United Mine Workers, or UMW) cut off the energy supply to other industries, shutting
down steel foundries, auto plants, and more. Layoffs in the affected industries exacerbated tensions.
Americans cared little that the miners were fighting for basic rights. Truman followed the national
mood, ordering a government seizure of the mines when a settlement could not be reached. During a
later railroad strike, Truman threatened to draft into the military those strikers who held out for more
than he thought they deserved. Consequently, Truman alienated labor, one of the core constituencies of
the new Democratic coalition. Labor and consumers, angry at skyrocketing prices, formed an alliance
that helped the Republicans take control of the Eightieth Congress in the 1946 midterm elections.

Truman also alienated many voters (particularly in the South) by pursuing a civil rights agenda
that, for its time, was progressive. He convened the President’s Committee on Civil Rights, which in
1948 issued a report calling for an end to segregation and poll taxes, and for more aggressive enforce-
ment of anti-lynching laws. Truman also issued an executive order forbidding racial discrimination in
the hiring of federal employees and another executive order desegregating the Armed Forces. Blacks
began to make other inroads. The NAACP won some initial, important lawsuits against segregated
schools and buses; Jackie Robinson broke the color barrier in baseball; and black groups started to
form coalitions with liberal white organizations, thereby gaining more political clout. These advances
provoked an outbreak of flagrant racism in the South, and in 1948 segregationist Democrats aban-
doned the party to support Strom Thurmond for president.

With so many core Democratic constituencies—labor, consumers, Southerners—angry with the
president, his defeat in 1948 seemed certain. Truman’s popularity, however, received an unintentional
boost from the Republican-dominated Congress. The staunchly conservative legislature passed sev-
eral anti-labor acts too strong even for Truman. The Taft-Hartley Act, passed over Truman’s veto,
prohibited “union only” work environments (called “closed shops”), restricted labor’s right to strike,
prohibited the use of union funds for political purposes, and gave the government broad power to
intervene in strikes. The same Congress then rebuked Truman’s efforts to pass health care reform;
increase aid to schools, farmers, the elderly, and the disabled; and promote civil rights for blacks.
The cumulative effect of all this acrimony made Truman look a lot better to those he had previously
offended. Still, as election time neared, Truman trailed his chief opponent, Thomas Dewey. He then
made one of the most brilliant political moves in American history: He recalled the Congress, whose
majority members had just drafted an exiremely conservative Republican platform at the party con-
vention, and challenged them to enact that platform. Congress met for two weeks and did not pass
one significant piece of legislation. Truman then went out on a grueling public appearance campaign,
everywhere deriding the “do-nothing” Eightieth Congress. To almost everyone’s surprise, Truman
won re-election, and his coattails carried a Democratic majority into Congress.
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Tre Korean War

The Korean War began when Communist North Korea invaded U.S.-backed South Korea. Believing
the Soviet Union to have engineered the invasion, the United States took swift countermeasures.
Originally intending only to repel the invasion, Truman decided to attempt a reunification of
Korea after some early military successes. Under the umbrella of the United Nations, American troops
attacked North Korea, provoking China, Korea’s northern neighbor. (The Chinese were not too keen
on the idea of hostile American troops on their border.) China ultimately entered the war, pushing
American and South Korean troops back near the original border dividing North and South Korea.
U.S. commander Douglas MacArthur recommended an all-out confrontation with China, with the
objective of overthrowing the Communists and reinstating Chiang Kai-shek. Truman thought a war
with the world’s largest country might be imprudent and so decided against MacArthur. When
MacArthur started publicly criticizing the president, who was also the commander-in-chief, Truman
fired him for insubordination. MacArthur was very popular at home, however, and firing him hurt
Truman politically.

Although peace talks began soon after, the war dragged on another two years, into the Eisenhower
administration. When the 1952 presidential election arrived, the Republicans took a page from the
Whig playbook and chose Dwight D. Eisenhower, a war hero. By this point the presidency had been
held by the Democratic party for 20 years. Truman was unpopular; his bluntness is now seen as a sign
of his integrity, but during his terms, it offended a lot of potential constituents. In short, America was
ready for a change. Eisenhower beat Democratic challenger Adlai Stevenson easily.

THE EISENHOWER YEARS (1953-1960)

The *50s are often depicted as a time of conformity. Across much of America, a consensus of values
reigned. Americans believed that their country was the best in the world, that communism was evil
and had to be stopped, and that a decent job, a home in the suburbs, and access to all the modern
conveniences (aka consumerism) did indeed constitute “the good life.” Congress had enacted the Ser-
viceman’s Readjustment Act, commonly known as the G.I. Bill of Rights, in June of 1944. It provided
an allowance for educational and living expenses for returning soldiers and veterans who wished to
earn their high school diploma or attend college. The G.I. Bill not only helped many Americans achieve
the American dream but also helped stimulate postwar economic growth by providing low-cost loans
to purchase homes or farms or to start small businesses. The *50s also proved to be an era in which
the civil rights movement built on the advances of the 1940s and met some violent resistance; an era
plagued by frequent economic recessions; and an era of spiritual unrest that manifested itself in such
emerging art forms as Beat poetry and novels (“Howl”, On the Road), teen movies (Blackboard Jungle,
The Wild One, Rebel Without a Cause), and rock ‘n’ roll (Elvis Presley, Little Richard, Jerry Lee Lewis,
Chuck Berry).

Domestic Pouitics IN THE *50s

Eisenhower arrived at the White House prepared to impose conservative values on the federal govern-
ment, which had mushroomed in size under Roosevelt and Truman. He sought to balance the budget,
cut federal spending, and ease government regulation of business. In these goals he was, at best, only
partly successful. The military buildup required by the continuing Cold War prevented Eisenhower
from making the cuts to the military budget that he would have liked. He reduced military spending
by reducing troops and buying powerful weapons systems (thus shaping the New Look Army), but
not enough to eliminate deficit spending. The popularity of remaining New Deal programs made it
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difficult to eliminate them; furthermore, circumstances required Eisenhower to increase the number of
Social Security recipients and the size of their benefits. Under Eisenhower the government also began
developing the Interstate Highway System, partly to make it easier to move soldiers and nuclear
missiles around the country. The new roads not only sped up travel, but they also promoted tour-
ism and the development of the suburbs. The initial cost, however, was extremely high. As a result,
Eisenhower managed to balance the federal budget only three times in eight years.

Some of the most important domestic issues during the Eisenhower years involved minorities. In
1953 Eisenhower sought to change federal policy toward Native Americans. His new policy, called
termination, would liquidate reservations, end federal support to Native Americans, and subject them
to state law. However, in devising this policy, Eisenhower did not take Native American priorities
into account. He aimed simply to reduce federal responsibilities and bolster the power of the states.
Native Americans protested, convinced that termination was simply a means of stealing what little
land the tribes had left. The plan failed and was ultimately stopped in the 1960s, but not before caus-
ing the depletion and impoverishment of a number of tribes.

The civil rights movement experienced a number of its landmark events during Eisenhower’s two
terms. In 1954 the Supreme Court heard the case of Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, a lawsuit
brought on behalf of Linda Brown (a black school-age child) by the NAACP. Future Supreme Court
Justice Thurgood Marshall argued the case for Brown. In its ruling the Court overturned the “separate
but equal” standard as it applied to education; “separate but equal” had been the law of the land
I since the Court had approved it in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896). In a 9 to 0 decision, the Court ruled that
“separate educational facilities are inherently unequal” and that schools should desegregate with “all
deliberate speed.” Although a great victory for civil rights, Brown v. Board of Education did not im-
mediately solve the school segregation problem. Some Southern states started to pay the tuition for
white children to attend private schools in order to maintain segregation. Some states actually closed
their public schools rather than integrate them. Although Eisenhower personally disapproved of seg-
regation, he also opposed rapid change, and so did little. This inactivity encouraged further Southern
resistance, and in 1957 the governor of Arkansas called in the state National Guard to prevent blacks
from enrolling in a Little Rock high school. Eisenhower did nothing until one month later, when the
courts ordered him to enforce the law. Arkansas, in response, closed all public high schools in Little
Rock for two years. Eisenhower supported the Civil Rights Acts of 1957 and 1960, which strengthened
the voting rights of Southern blacks and the punishments for crimes against blacks, respectively.

Another key civil rights event, the Montgomery bus boycott, took place in the *50s. The arrest of
Rosa Parks, who refused to give up her seat on a bus to a white man as was required by Jim Crow
i laws, sparked the boycott. Outrage over the arrest, coupled with long-term resentment over unfair
treatment, spurred blacks to impose a year-long boycott of the bus system. The boycott brought
Martin Luther King Jr. to national prominence. Barely 27 years old at the time, King was pastor at
Rosa Parks’s church. Although King was clearly groomed for greatness—his grandfather had led
the protests resulting in the creation of Atlanta’s first black high school, his father was a minister
and community leader, and King had already amassed impressive academic credentials (Morehead
College, Crozier Theological Seminary, University of Pennsylvania, and finally a Ph.D. from Boston
University)—the year-long bus boycott gave him his first national podium. In the end a ruling by the
Supreme Court resulted in the integration of city buses in Montgomery and elsewhere.

King encouraged others to organize peaceful protests, a plan inspired by his studies of Henry
David Thoreau and Mohandas Gandhi. In 1960 black college students in Greensboro tried just that
approach, organizing a sit-in at a local Woolworth’s lunch counter designated “whites only.” News
reports of the sit-in, and the resultant harassment the students endured, inspired a sit-in movement
that spread across the nation to combat segregation.
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MERICA VS. THE COMMUNISTS

There are a number of terms associated with the Cold War policy of Eisenhower and Secretary of
tate John Foster Dulles that you need to know. The administration continued to follow the policy
f containment, but called it liberation to make it sound more intimidating. It carried the threat
hat the United States would eventually free Eastern Europe from Soviet control. Dulles coined the
hrase “massive retaliation” to describe the nuclear attack that the United States would launch if
e Soviets tried anything too daring. Deterrence described how Soviet fear of massive retaliation
ould prevent their challenging the United States and led to an arms race. Deterrence suggested that
e mere knowledge of mutually assured destruction prevented both nations from deploying nuclear
eapons. Dulles allowed confrontations with the Soviet Union to escalate toward war, an approach
lled brinksmanship. Finally, the Eisenhower administration argued that the spread of communism
ad to be checked in Southeast Asia. If South Vietnam fell to communism, the nations surrounding
it would fall quickly like dominoes; hence, the domino theory.
- Cold War tensions remained high throughout the decade. Eisenhower had hoped that the death
of Joseph Stalin in 1953 might improve American-Soviet relations. Initially, the new Soviet leader
Nikita Khrushchev offered hope. Khrushchev denounced Stalin’s totalitarianism and called for
“peaceful coexistence” among nations with different economic philosophies. Some Soviet client states
took Khrushchev’s pronouncements as a sign of weakness; rebellions occurred in Poland and Hungary.
When the Soviets crushed the uprisings, U.S.~Soviet relations returned to where they were during the
Stalin era. Soviet advances in nuclear arms development (the USSR exploded its first hydrogen bomb
year after the United States blew up its first H-bomb) and space flight (the USSR launched the first
satellite, Sputnik, into space, motivating the United States to quickly create and fund the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration, or NASA) further heightened anxieties.

Meanwhile, the United States narrowly averted war with the other Communists, the Chinese.
American-allied Taiwan occupied two islands close to mainland China, Quemoy and Matsu. The
Taiwanese used the islands as bases for commando raids on the Communists, which eventually
irritated the Chinese enough that they bombed the two islands. In a classic example of brinksmanship,
Eisenhower declared that the United States would defend the islands and strongly hinted that he was
considering a nuclear attack on China. Tensions remained high for years, and Eisenhower’s stance
forced him to station American troops on the islands. During the 1960 presidential election, Kennedy
used the incident as a campaign issue, arguing that the two small islands were not worth the cost of

THiIRD WorLp Politics

World War Il resulted in the breakup of Europe’s huge overseas empires. In the decades that followed
he war’s end, numerous countries in Africa, Asia, and South America broke free of European domi-
nation. These countries allied themselves with neither of the two major powers; for this reason they
were deemed the Third World. Both America and the Soviets sought to bring Third World countries
into their spheres of influence, as these nations represented potential markets as well as sources of
aw materials. The two superpowers particularly prized strategically located Third World countries
hat were willing to host military bases.
Neither superpower, it turned out, was able to make major inroads in the Third World at first.
Nationalism swept through most Third World nations, recently liberated from major world pow-
18. Enjoying their newfound freedom, these countries were reluctant to foster a long-term alliance
with a large, powerful nation. Furthermore, most Third World countries regarded both powers with
uspicion. America’s wealth fostered both distrust and resentment, prompting questions about U.S.
motives. America’s racist legacy also hurt it in the Third World, where most residents were nonwhite.
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However, most Third World nations also saw how the Soviets dominated Eastern Europe, and so
had little interest in close relations with them. These new nations were not anxious to fall under the
control of either superpower.

However, the United States tried to expand its influence in the Third World in other Ways For
example, in Egypt the United States tried offering foreign aid, hoping to gain an ally by building the
much-needed Aswan Dam. Egypt’s nationalist leader Gamal Nasser suspected the Western powers of
subterfuge; furthermore, he detested Israel, a Western ally. Eventually, he turned to the Soviet Union for
that aid. The American government also used CIA covert operations to provide a more forceful method
of increasing its influence abroad. In various countries, the CIA coerced newspapers to report disinfor-
mation and slant the news in a way favorable to the United States, bribed local politicians, and tried by
other means to influence local business and politics. The CIA even helped overthrow the governments -
of Iran and Guatemala in order to replace anti-American governments with pro-American governments.
It also tried, unsuccessfully, to assassinate Cuban Communist leader Fidel Castro.

THe 1960 PresipenTIAL ELECTION |
In 1960 Eisenhower’s vice president, Richard Nixon, received the Republican nomination. The Demo-
crats nominated Massachusetts senator John E Kennedy. Similar in many ways, particularly in =
foreign policy, both candidates campaigned against the “communist menace” as well as against each -
other. Aided by his youthful good looks, Kennedy trounced an awkward Nixon in their first televised
debate. Kennedy’s choice of Texan Lyndon Johnson as a running mate helped shore up the Southern
vote for the Northern candidate. Nixon, meanwhile, was hurt by his vice presidency, where he had
often served the role of Eisenhower’s “attack dog.” The fact that Eisenhower did not wholeheart-
edly endorse Nixon also marred his campaign. Still, it turned out to be one of the closest elections in -
history, and some believe that voter fraud turned a few states Kennedy s way, without which N1xon
would have won.

In his final days in office, Eisenhower warned the nation to beware of a new coalition that had _'
grown up around the Cold War, which he called the military-industrial complex. The combination
of military might and the highly profitable arms industries, he cautioned, created a powerful alliance - -
whose interests did not correspond to those of the general public. In retrospect, many would later
argue that in his final statement, Eisenhower had identified those who would later be responsible for
the escalation of the Vietnam War. :

THE TURBULENT ’60s

At the outset, the ’60s seemed the start of a new, hope-filled era. Many felt that Kennedy, his famlly,
and his administration were ushering in an age of “Camelot” (the theatrical play was very popular
then). As Arthur had had his famous knights, Kennedy, too, surrounded himself with an entourage
of young, ambitious intellectuals who served as his advisers. The press dubbed these men and one -
woman “the best and the brightest” America had to offer. Kennedy’s youth, good looks, and wit
earned him the adoration of millions. Even the name of his domestic program, the New Frontier, con-
noted hope. It prormsed that the fight to conquer poverty, racism, and other contemporary domestic
woes would be as rewarding as the efforts of the pioneers who settled the West.

The decade did not end as it had begun By 1969 America was bitterly divided. Many progressives
regarded the government with suspicion and contempt, while many conservatives saw all dissidents as
godless anarchists and subversives. Although other issues were important, much of the conflict centered
around these two issues: the Vietnam War and blacks’ struggle to gain civil rights. As you read -
through this summary of the decade, pay particular attention to the impact of both issues on domestic
harmony. '
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eNNEDY AND Forelen Poticy

Truman and Eisenhower, Kennedy perceived the Soviet Union and communism as the major
ats to the security of the United States and its way of life. Every major foreign policy issue and
nt of his administration related primarily to these Cold War concerns.

wo major events during Kennedy’s first year in office heightened American-Soviet tensions. The
st involved Cuba, where a U.S.-friendly dictatorship had been overthrown by Communist insur-
nts led by Fidel Castro. When Castro took control of the country in 1959, American businesses
wiied more than 3 million acres of prime Cuban farmland and also controlled the country’s electric-
“and telephone service. Because so many Cubans lived in poverty, Cuban resentment of American
ealth was strong, so little popular resistance occurred when Castro seized and nationalized some
merican property. The United States, however, was not pleased. When Castro signed a trade treaty
th the Soviet Union later that year, Eisenhower imposed a partial trade embargo on Cuba. In the
al days of his presidency, Eisenhower broke diplomatic relations with Cuba, and Cuba turned to
e Soviet Union for financial and military aid.

“Taking office in 1961, President Kennedy inherited the Cuban issue. Looking to solve the dilemma,
e CIA presented the ill-fated plan for the Bay of Pigs invasion to the new president. The plan
volved sending Cuban exiles, whom the CIA had been training since Castro’s takeover, to invade
ba. According to the strategy, the army of exiles would win a few battles and then the Cuban people
ould rise up in support, overthrow Castro, and replace his government with one more acceptable
the United States. Kennedy approved the plan but did not provide adequate American military
upport, and the United States launched the invasion in April 1961. The invasion failed, the Cuban
people did not rise up in support, and within two days Kennedy had a full-fledged disaster on his
hands. Not only had he failed to achieve his goal, but he had also antagonized the Soviets and their
allies in the process. His failure also diminished America’s stature with its allies.

Later in the year Kennedy dealt with a second foreign policy issue when the Soviets took
gressive anti-West action by erecting a wall to divide East and West Berlin. The Berlin Wall, built to
prevent East Germans from leaving the country, had even greater symbolic significance to the demo-
tic West. It came to represent the repressive nature of communism and was also a physical reminder
of the impenetrable divide between the two sides of the Cold War. In a show of solidarity with the
West Germans, Kennedy went to the Berlin Wall in 1963 and made a speech, the most famous line
f which contains an also-famous grammatical error. (Instead of declaring “Ich bin Berliner,” which
translates to “I am a Berlin native (or Berliner),” he said, “Ich bin ein Berliner,” which translates to “I
im a popular pastry called a Berliner.”).

In 1962 the United States and the Soviet Union came the closest they had yet to a military (and
erhaps nuclear) confrontation. The focus of the conflict was once again Cuba. In October American
- spy planes detected missile sites in Cuba. Kennedy immediately decided that those missiles had to
~be removed at any cost; he further decided on a policy of brinksmanship to confront the Cuban mis-
sile crisis. He imposed a naval quarantine on Cuba to prevent any further weapons shipments from
‘reaching the island, and then went on national television and demanded that the Soviets withdraw
 their missiles.

' By refusing to negotiate secretly, Kennedy backed the Soviets into a corner; if they removed the
missiles, their international stature would be diminished, especially since the quarantine was effec-
tively a blockade, which diplomats defined as an act of war on the part of the United States. Therefore,
In return, the Soviets demanded that the United States promise never again to invade Cuba and that
the United States remove its missiles from Turkey (which is as close to the USSR as Cuba is to the
United States). When Kennedy rejected the second condition, he gambled that the Soviets would not
attack in response. Fortunately, behind-the-scenes negotiations defused the crisis, and the Soviets
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agreed to accept America’s promise not to invade Cuba as a pretext for withdrawing the missiles. In
return, the United States secretly agreed to remove its missiles from Turkey a few months later, thus
making it look like the United States had won. Recent scholarship suggests that it was the Soviet
leader Khrushchev who prevented WWIII and a nuclear holocaust.

The policy of containment even motivated such ostensibly philanthropic programs abroad as the
Peace Corps. The Peace Corps’ mission was to provide teachers and specialists in agriculture, health
care, transportation, and communications to the Third World, in the hopes of starting these ﬂedghng
communities down the road to American-style progress. The government called this process “nation
building.” The Peace Corps had many successes, although the conflict between its humanitarian goals
and the government’s foreign policy goals often brought about failures as well. Furthermore, many
countries did not want American-style progress and resented having it forced upon them.

The greatest theater for American Cold War policy during this era, however, was Vietnam.

Kennepy anp Domestic Poticy

Kennedy began the presidency with the promise that America was about to conquer a New Frontier.
He promised a series of programs that would increase government aid to the elderly, combat racism,
improve American education, assist the many farmers who were facing business failure, and halt the
recession that had dogged the American economy throughout the *50s. Kennedy’s domestic programs
aimed high, but his domestic legacy was, in fact, meager. His greatest successes were in the space
program, which received a great boost from Cold War fears and the Soviets early accomplishments
in space flight. During his three years in office, Kennedy never learned how to rally Congress to his
domestic agenda, and it was only during the Johnson administration that New Frontier ideals were
realized.

Kennedy’s civil rights agenda produced varied results. Kennedy supported women’s rights, es-
tablishing a presidential commission that in 1963 recommended removing all obstacles to women'’s
participation in all facets of society. Congress enacted the Equal Pay Act in 1963, which required that
men and women receive equal pay for equal work. Unfortunately, employers continue to get around
this federal law by simply changing job titles. However, it was only late in his presidency that Ken-
nedy openly embraced the black civil rights movement. After almost two years of near inaction, in
September 1962, Kennedy enforced desegregation at the University of Mississippi. In the summer of
1963, he asked Congress for legislation that would outlaw segregation in all public facilities. After
Kennedy's assassination in November, Lyndon Johnson was able to push that legislation—the Civil
Rights Act of 1964—through Congress on the strength of the late president’s popularity and his own
skills as a legislator.

Still, Kennedy'’s presidency proved an active period for the civil rights movement as a number of
nongovernmental organizations mobilized to build on the gains of the previous decade. Martin Luther
King Jr. led the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), which staged sit-ins, boycotts,
and other peaceful demonstrations. The Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) organized the Free-
dom Riders movement; the Freedom Riders staged sit-ins on buses, sitting in sections prohibited to
them by segregationist laws. They were initially an integrated group, as was the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC), which did grassroots work in the areas of voter registration and
anti-segregationist activism. Such groups met considerable resistance. In 1963 Mississippi’s NAACP
director, Medgar Evers, was shot to death by an anti-integrationist. Not long after, demonstrators in
Montgomery, Alabama, were assaulted by the police and fire department who used attack dogs and
fire hoses against the crowd. News reports of both events horrified millions of Americans and thus
helped bolster the movement. So, too, for reasons mentioned above, did Kennedy’s assassination.
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poN JOHNSON's SociaL AGENDA
% Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson made an early commitment to the civil rights movement, but unlike
nnedy, Johnson took immediate action to demonstrate that commitment. From the time he took
: _Johnson started to lobby hard for the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which outlawed discrimination
B .cd on a person’s race, color, religion, or gender. If you can only remember one federal law in U.S.
tory, this is it! The Civil Rights Act of 1964 is the most comprehensive piece of civil rights legisla-
enacted in U.S. history and the basis of all discrimination suits to this day. The law prohibited
crimination in employment as well as in public facilities (thus increasing the scope of Kennedy’s
posed civil rights act).
‘Not long after, Johnson oversaw the establishment of the Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
ssion (EEOC) to enforce the employment clause of the Civil Rights Act. Johnson signed the Voting
ghts Act of 1965 after he was elected in his own right in 1964. This law cracked down on those states .
t denied blacks the right to vote despite the Fifteenth Amendment. He also signed another civil
hts act banning discrimination in housing, and yet another that extended voting rights to Native
ericans living under tribal governments. o
Johnson believed that social justice stemmed from economic equality; hence, his advocacy of civil
hts in employment. Toward the same end he lobbied for and won the Economic Opportunity Act,
Which appropriated nearly $1 billion for poverty relief. After his landslide victory in the 1964 presiden-
tial election, Johnson greatly expanded his anti-poverty program. A number of programs combined
o form Johnson's War on Poverty. Project Head Start prepared underprivileged children for early
schooling; Upward Bound did the same for high school students. Job Corps trained the unskilled
56 they could get better jobs, while Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA) acted as a domestic
Peace Corps. In addition, Legal Services for the Poor guaranteed legal counsel to those who could
hot afford their own lawyer. To further assist the poor, Johnson founded the Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD), increased federal aid to low-income apartment renters, and built
ore federal housing projects.
The legislation passed during 1965 and 1966 represented the most sweeping change to U.S. gov-
ernment since the New Deal. Johnson’s social agenda was termed the “Great Society.” Best of all,
taxpayers did not feel much pain: Increased tax revenues from a quickly expanding economy funded
- the whole package. Not everyone liked Johnson’s agenda, however; many objected to any increase
' in government activity, and the extension of civil rights met with bigoted opposition, especially in
 the South. Thus, ironically, the huge coalition that had given Johnson his victory and his mandate for
change started to fall apart because of his successes (and were hastened by a bitter national debate
- over American involvement in Vietnam).

THe CiviL RiGHTs MoVEMENT

In the early *60s, the civil rights movement made a number of substantial gains. Legislative successes
such as those passed under Johnson’s Great Society program provided government support. The
~ movement also won a number. of victories in the courts, particularly in the Supreme Court. Under
Chief Justice Earl Warren, the Court was for a brief moment in history extremely liberal. The Warren
Court worked to enforce voting rights for blacks and forced states to redraw congressional districts so
that minorities would receive greater representation. The Warren Court expanded civil rights in other
areas as well. Among its landmark rulings are those that prohibited school prayer and protected the
right to privacy. The Warren Court also made several decisions concerning the rights of the accused.
In Gideon v. Wainwright, the Court ruled that a defendant in a felony trial must be provided a lawyer
for free if he or she could not afford one. In the Miranda case, the Court ruled that, upon arrest, a
suspect must be advised of his or her right to remain silent and to consult with a lawyer.
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Civil rights victories did not come easily. Resistance to change was strong, as evidenced by the -
opposition of state governments, police, and white citizens. In Selma, police prevented blacks from
registering to vote; in Birmingham, police and firemen attacked civil rights protesters. All over the
South the Ku Klux Klan and other racists bombed black churches and the homes of civil rights activ-
ists with seeming impunity. In Mississippi three civil rights workers were murdered by a group that ¢
included members of the local police department o

With news reports of each event, outrage in the black community grew. Some activists abandoned
Martin Luther King’s strategy of nonviolent protest. Among the leaders who advocated a more
aggressive approach was Malcolm X, a minister of the Nation of Islam. Malcolm X urged blacks to
claim their rights “by any means necessary.” (His autobiography is an essential document of the his-
tory of racism in America.) Later, two groups. that previously had preached integration—the SNCC
and CORE—expelled their white members and advocated the more separatist, radical program of
Black Power. By 1968, when King was assassinated, the civil rights movement had fragmented, with
some continuing to adyocate mtegratlon and peaceful change, while others argued for empowerment
through self-imposed segregation and aggression.

THe New Leet, FEmiNism, AND THE COUNTERCULTURE -

Black Americans were not the only ones challenging the status quo in the ’60s. Young whites, partlcu-
larly those in college, also rebelled. For these young adults, the struggle was one against the hypocrisy,
complacency, and conformity of middle-class life.

.In 1962 the Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) formed. Its leftist pohtlcal agenda, laid ouf
in a platform called the Port Huron Statement, set the tone for other progressive groups on college
campuses; these groups collectively became known as the New Left. New Left ideals included the
elimination of poverty and racism and an end to Cold War politics. One particularly active branch of
the New Left formed at the University of California at Berkeley. In 1964 students there protested when
the university banned civil rights and anti-war demonstrations on campus. These protests grew into
the Free Speech movement, which in turn fostered a number of leftist and radical pohtlcal groups
on the Berkeley campus.

Most New Left groups, however, were male-dommated and msen51t1ve to the cause of women’s
rights. Women became frustrated with being treated as second-class citizens and started their own po-,
litical groups. In 1963 Betty Friedan’s book The Feminine Mystique openly challenged many people s
assumptions about women'’s place in society. Friedan identified “The problem that has no name” and
is credited with restarting the women’s movement, a movement that had faded once women’s suffrage
was achieved with the Nineteenth Amendment in 1920. She was also one of the founders of NOW,
the National Organization for Women, formed in 1966 to fight for legislative changes, including the
ill-fated Equal Rights Amendment (ERA) to the Constitution. The modern movement for gay rights
also began to solidify in the 1960s, with the first Gay Pride parades occurring on the anniversary of
the Stonewall riots, an event at which gays fought back against the police in New York City

Feminists fought against discrimination in hiring, pay, college admissions, and financial aid. They
also fought for control of reproducnve rights, a battle that reached the Supreme Court in the 1973
case Roe v. Wade, which enabled women to obtain abortions in all 50 states within the first trimess
ter. Many states argued that they had an obligation to protect “life,” as stipulated in the Fourteenth
Amendment, and quickly passed state laws prohibiting a woman from having an abortion after
the first three months of her pregnancy. Pro-lifers today compare Roe to Dred Scott since both beg
the question “What is a citizen?” Although there is no specific mention of a constitutional right to

* privacy, the Supreme Court had established this important precedent in 1965 in the case Griswold
v. Connecticut. Roe v. Wade remains a controversial decision and continues to play a central role in
American politics and society.
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Rebellion against “the establishment” also took the form of nonconformity. Hippies grew their
hair long, wore tie-dyed shirts and ripped jeans, and advocated drug use, communal living, and “free
love.” Their way of life came to be known as the counterculture because of its unconventionality and
its total contrast to the staid mainstream culture, which was typified by big band music and banal
television variety shows. By the end of the *60s, the counterculture became more widely accepted,
and artists such as Andy Warhol, Bob Dylan, Jimi Hendrix, the Beatles, and the Rolling Stones were
among the biggest moneymakers in the arts.

. The New Left, feminists, the counterculture, and others in the growing left wing of American
politics almost uniformly opposed American participation in the Vietnam War. These groups’ vocal
protests against the war and the fierce opposition they provoked from the government and pro-war
Americans created a huge divide in American society by 1968. Before we discuss that fateful year, it
s important to understand how and why America became involved in Vietnam.

AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT IN Vietnam, Worip War 11-1963

rom the Truman administration until the fall of Soviet Communism in 1991, U.S. foreign policy
eaders believed that the country had the right to intervene anywhere in the world to stop the spread
f communism and to protect American interests. Nowhere did that policy fail more miserably than
in Vietnam, where the United States maintained an economic and military presence for almost 25
ears. The Vietnam War divided America as no war before had.
The origins of America’s involvement in Vietnam stretch back to WWIL From the late nineteenth
entury until World War II, Vietnam was a French colony. France exported the country’s resources—
ice, rubber, and metals—for French consumption. This foreign exploitation of Vietnam helped foster
nationalist Vietnamese resistance called the Vietminh, led by Ho Chi Minh. Ho had been schooled
in France and had joined the French Communist Party before returning home. In fact, Ho Chi Minh
as in Paris during the Versailles Peace Conference in 1919 and approached Woodrow Wilson at the
ime. Ho asked Wilson to honor his commitment to the right of nations to self-determination, as ex-
ressed in Wilson’s Fourteen Points, and to help the Vietnamese expel the French from their country.
Wilson ignored Ho Chi Minh’s appeal.
Japan invaded Vietnam during World War IT and ended French control of the country. Faced with
common enemy, the Vietnamese helped the Allies defeat Japan and probably expected to be granted
eir independence at the conclusion of the war, as India was in 1947. Shortly after the Japanese
urrender in 1945, Ho drafted the Vietnamese Declaration of Independence modeled on the U.S.
eclaration of Independence and the French Declaration of Rights of Man and Citizens.
- The United States did not recognize Vietnamese independence nor the legitimacy of Ho’s govern-
ent, in part because of America’s alliance with France (which wanted its colony back), and in part
ecause Ho was a communist. Instead, the United States recognized the government of Bao Dai, the
ietnamese emperor whom the French had installed in the South, which France still controlled. Sub-
equently, Vietnam fought a war for independence against the French from 1946 until 1954, when the
rench were defeated at the Battle of Dien Bien Phu. Although Ho appealed to President Truman for
ssistance on several occasions, Truman never responded. Ho hoped the United States would honor
s commitment to the principle of self-determination and empathize with the Vietnamese rather than
upport the colonial power. Truman continued to aid the French, who insisted on clinging to its empire
ng after Great Britain had granted independence to its colonies. The United States financed more
an 80 percent of France’s war effort in Indochina, a fact few Americans knew then or know now.
In 1954 all of the involved parties met in Geneva, Switzerland and drew up the Geneva Accords,
hich divided Vietnam at the 17th parallel, with Communist forces controlling North Vietnam and
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(so called) democratic forces controlling the South. It was agreed that this division was to be temporary
and that elections would be held in two years to reunite the country and determine who would rule a
unified Vietnam. The elections never took place, however. The United States, certain that Ho Chi Minh
would win an election, sabotaged the peace agreement. First, the United States made an alliance with
another South Vietnamese leader named Ngo Dinh Diem and helped him oust Bao Dai (whom the
United States felt was too weak to control the country). Then, the CIA organized commando raids across
the border in North Vietnam to provoke a Communist response (which the South Viethamese could
then denounce). Diem pronounced South Vietnam an autonomous country and refused to participate
in the agreed-upon national election. The United States rallied Britain, France, Thailand, Pakistan, the
Philippines, New Zealand, and Australia to form the NATO-like Southeast Asian Treaty Organization
(SEATO) to provide for South Vietnam's defense against Communist takeover.

Unfortunately, the situation continued its downward spiral. Diem, it turned out, was a vicious
leader. He took despotic control of South Vietnam, imprisoning political enemies, persecuting
Buddhist monks, and closing newspapers that criticized his government. As a result, many South
Vietnamese citizens joined the North Vietnamese side. These communist South Vietnamese insurgents
- were called the Vietcong, Rather than cut its losses, the United States continued to support Diem and
the South Vietnamese economically. Committed to the policy of containment and intent on nation
- building, President Kennedy increased America’s involvement in Vietnam by sending in military
advisors known as the Green Berets. Finally, in 1963, the CIA helped the South Vietnamese military
stage a coup to overthrow Diem’s government. During the coup, Diem and his brother were killed and
Kennedy was appalled by the outcome. A few weeks later, Kennedy was assassinated, and Johnson
took control of America’s war efforts.

American INvoLVEMENT IN VieTnam, 1964—1968

- Upon taking office, Johnson had the opportunity to withdraw American forces in a way that would
~ not have embarrassed his administration. The United Nations, backed by France and the Vietcong,
would have intervened and set up a coalition government to rule South Vietnam. Johnson, however,
. remained convinced that U.S. forces could overwhelm any opposition in the region. He determined
to use those forces to achieve “total victory.”
In 1964 the United States supported a second coup in South Vietnam; apparently, the United
States was not terribly selective as to who ran the country, so long as it was not the Communists.
- (The United States followed a similar pattern in Latin America.) The U.S. Army also started bombing
the neighboring country of Laos, through which the North Vietnamese were shipping weapons to
the Vietcong. Then, in August of the same year, reports stated that the North Vietnamese had fired
on two American destroyer ships in the Tonkin Gulf. (However, the North Vietnamese attack was
_ never confirmed.) Johnson used the event to get Congress to pass the Tonkin Gulf resolution, which
allowed the president to take any measures he deemed necessary to protect American interests in the
- region. The Tonkin Gulf resolution gave Johnson carte blanche to escalate U.S. participation in the
war. It also is the closest Congress ever came to an official declaration of war in Vietnam. Thus, the
first ground troops did not begin to arrive until the early months of 1965.

Soon, Johnson had flooded the region with American troops. He also authorized massive Air
Force bombing raids into North Vietnam. Throughout Johnson’s administration, the United States
essentially took over the war effort from the South Vietnamese; hence, the “Americanization” of the
Vietnam War. As the military draft claimed more Americans, opposition to the war grew. Protest ral-
lies grew larger and more frequent, and more and more young men either ignored their draft notices
or fled to a foreign country (more than 30,000 went to Canada) to avoid military service.
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Johnson continued to believe that the war was “winnable” until January 1968, when the North
Vietnamese launched the Tet Offensive (named after the Vietnamese holiday celebrating the New
Year). In conjunction with the Vietcong, the North Vietnamese inflicted tremendous damage on
American forces and nearly captured the American embassy in the South Vietnamese capital of
Saigon. Ultimately, the Tet Offensive was a major defeat for the North Vietnamese and Vietcong, but
it proved to be a significant turning point in the war. The offensive came as a shock to the American
public, which had been told by the Johnson administration that the United States was winning the
war. Furthermore, most Americans were confident that their superior technology could easily defeat
an underdeveloped Third World nation. The Tet Offensive was a highly calculated series of attacks car-
ried out around the country, demonstrating that American military experts had vastly underestimated
the sophistication of Vietnamese strategy. That the North Vietnamese and Vietcong could launch such
a large-scale offensive and nearly succeed in taking the American embassy made the American public
come to believe it was being lied to and that perhaps this war was not winnable.

The My Lai Massacre occurred the same year as the Tet Offensive. American soldiers were becom-
ing more and more frustrated and began to act in unspeakable ways. The most publicized of these
horrific events, although not an isolated occurrence, took place in a small village in South Vietnam,
where U.S. soldiers abused, tortured, and murdered an estimated 347 or 400 innocent civilians, includ-
ing women, children, and elderly Vietnamese too infirm to fight. When the story finally broke a year
later, the American public was outraged. Public opinion turned and protests against the war grew
angrier and more frequent. In response Johnson announced that he would begin peace negotiations
with the North Vietnamese government. He also announced, to everyone’s surprise, that he would
not run for re-election. It was the beginning of the very tumultuous summer of 1968.

THe Summer ofF 1968 anp THE 1968 ELEcTION

Johnson withdrew from the presidential race, in part because his association with the Viemam War
had turned many Americans against him, including many within his own party. Johnson’s renomi-
nation would not have been easy; both Eugene McCarthy and Robert Kennedy, John F. Kennedy’s
brother and former attorney general, were poised to challenge him. Johnson’s withdrawal opened the
field to a third candidate, Vice President Hubert Humphrey.

Early in April 1968 a white assassin killed Martin Luther King Jt. The murder ignited black riots
in more than 150 towns and cities. Arson, looting, and even murder were committed by the outraged
mobs. In Chicago, where the Democratic convention would later be held, the mayor ordered the
police to shoot arsonists on sight. To say that King's assassination heightened the already considerable
tension surrounding race relations would be a huge understatement. During this time, the Kerner
Commission report on race relations came out, stating that “our nation is moving toward two societ-
ies, one white and one black—separate and unequal.”

Then, in June, frontrunner for the Democratic nomination Rebert Kennedy was assassinated.
Kennedy had come to represent the last bastion of hope for many Americans. Young, handsome,
and vital (like his adored older brother), Kennedy was also an aggressive advocate for the poor and
a harsh critic of the war in Vietnam. Together, the two assassinations convinced many that peaceful
change from within the political system was impossible.

Many disenchanted young Americans came to Chicago in August to demonstrate at the Demo-
cratic Convention against government policy. The police were ordered to break up the crowds of .
protesters, which they did with tear gas, billy clubs, and rifles. Images of American policemen in gas
masks clubbing American citizens reached millions of living rooms across the country through tele-
vision and the newspapers, presenting a picture eerily reminiscent of the police states against which
America supposedly fought. When the convention chose pro-war Vice President Humphrey over the
anti-war McCarthy and refused to condemn the war effort, the Democrats alienated many of their
core constituency on the left.
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Meanwhile, the Republicans handed their nomination to former vice president Richard Nixon
at a rather peaceful convention. Then, a third candidate entered the national election, Alabama gov-
ernor George Wallace, who ran a segregationist third-party campaign, much like Strom Thurmond
had done in 1948 against Harry Truman. Wallace was popular in the South, which had traditionally
voted Democratic. Thus, Humphrey was twice cursed: He had alienated his progressive urban base
in the North and Wallace was siphoning his potential support in the South. Humphrey denounced
the Vietnam War late in the campaign, but it was too little, too late. In one of the closest elections in
history, Richard Nixon was elected president.

NixoNn, “VIETNAMIZATION,” AND DETENTE

Nixon entered office promising to end American involvement in Vietnam by turning the war over
to the South Vietnamese, a process he called “Vietnamization.” He soon began withdrawing troops;
however, he also increased the number and intensity of air strikes. Like his predecessors, Nixon was a
veteran cold warrior who believed that the United States could, and must, win in Vietham. He ordered
bombing raids and ground troops into Cambodia, in hopes of rooting out Vietcong strongholds and
weapons supplies. American involvement in Vietnam dragged on until 1973, when Secretary of State
Henry Kissinger completed negotiations for a peace treaty with the North Vietnamese.

There are a couple of postscripts to the Vietnam story. First, the negotiated peace crumbled almost
as soon as American troops started to vacate the country. In 1975 Saigon fell to the North Vietnamese
Army, and Vietnam was united under Communist rule. Second, Congress passed the War Powers
Resolution in 1973 in order to prevent any future president from involving the military in another
undeclared war. The War Powers Resolution requires the president to obtain congressional approval
for any troop commitment lasting longer than 60 days.

Nixon did have success, however, in his other foreign policy initiatives, especially those concerning
the world’s two other superpowers, the USSR and China. During Nixon’s first term, the United States
increased trade with the Soviets, and the administration negotiated the first of a number of arms treaties
between the two countries. Results were even more dramatic with China. After a series of secret negotia-
tions, Nixon traveled to Communist China, whose government the United States had previously refused
to acknowledge. Nixon's trip eased tensions, partly because at the time of the trip, Americans trusted
the anti-communist Nixon to improve relations with China, and his trip opened trade relations between
the two countries. It also allowed Nixon to use his friendship with the Chinese as leverage against the
USSR, and vice versa. (The Chinese and the Soviets, despite both being communist, hated each other.)

The Nixon years added two new terms to the vocabulary of foreign policy. Together, Nixon and
Kissinger formulated an approach called détente, which called for countries to respect each other’s
differences and cooperate more closely. Détente ushered in a brief period of relaxed tensions between
the two superpowers but ended when the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan in 1979. The Nixon
Doctrine announced that the United States would withdraw from many of its overseas troop com-
mitments, relying instead on alliances with local governments to check the spread of communism.

Nixon's Domestic Poticy .

Nixon could not match his successes overseas at home. During Nixon’s presidency, the economy
worsened, going through a period of combined recession-inflation that economists called stagflation.
Nixon attempted to combat the nation’s economic woes with a number of interventionist measures,
including a price-and-wage freeze and increased federal spending. None of his efforts produced their
intended results.
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Politically, American society remained divided among the haves and have-nots, the progressives
and the conservatives. Much of the political thetoric on both sides painted the opposition as enemies
of the “American way.” Several confrontations on college campuses heightened political tensions,
most notably when national guardsmen shot and killed four protesters at Kent State University in
Ohio who were protesting the U.S.’s decision to invade Vietcong camps in neutral Cambodia. This
incident became synonymous with the division between the youth and middle America. A similar
incident occurred at the historically black Jackson State University in Mississippi, but the media failed
to report the incident—further evidence of continued racial conflict in American society. Meanwhile,
urban crime levels rose, causing many to flee to the relative tranquility of the suburbs.

Still, in 1972, Nixon won re-election in one of the greatest landslide victories in American political
history, defeating liberal Senator George McGovern. Although Nixon won the election easily, both

_ houses of Congress remained under Democratic control, an indication of the mixed feelings many
Americans felt toward their political leaders. ’

WAarerGATE AND Nixon’s RESIGNATION

In the summer of 1971, two major newspapers published the Pentagon Papers, a top-secret govern-
ment study of the history of U.S. involvement in Vietnam. The study covered the period from World
War I to 1968, and it was not complimentary. It documented numerous military miscalculations and
flat-out lies the government had told the public. Even though the documents contained nothing about
the Nixon administration, Nixon fought aggressively to prevent their publication. The United States
was involved in secret diplomatic negotiations with North Vietnam, the USSR, and China at the time,
and Nixon and Kissinger both believed that the revelation of secret government dealings in the past
might destroy their credibility in the present.

Nixon lost his fight to suppress the Pentagon Papers, a loss that increased Nixon’s already consid-
erable paranoia. In an effort to prevent any further Jeaks of classified documents, Nixon put together
a team of investigators called the “plumbers.” The plumbers undertook such disgraceful projects as
burglarizing a psychiatrist’s office in order to gather incriminating information on Daniel Ellsberg, the
government official who had turned the Pentagon Papers over to the press. During the 1972 elections,
the plumbers sabotaged the campaigns of several Democratic hopefuls and then botched a burglary
of Democratic headquarters in the Watergate Hotel.

When the plumbers were arrested at the Watergate Hotel, the White House began an all-out effort
to cover up the scandal. A Senate hearing into the matter began in early 1973 and dragged on, keeping
the story alive in the news for the next year and a half. Information was slowly revealed that incrimi-
nated the president’s closest advisers. They would resign, then most would be tried and convicted of
felonies. (Perjury and destruction of evidence were two popular and successful charges against them.)
At last, it was discovered that Nixon had secretly taped all conversations in the White House, including
many concerning Watergate. For the next year a legal battle over the tapes raged, the Senate demanded
them, and Nixon refused to turn them over, claiming executive privilege. All the while, more damn-
ing evidence came to light and more former Nixon associates were jailed. When the president lost the
battle over the tapes—the Supreme Court ordered Nixon to turn them over to the Senate—he knew his
days were numbered, as the tapes revealed a number of unsavory aspects of Nixon’s character. Rather
than face impeachment proceedings, Nixon resigned in August 1974. His vice president, Gerald Ford,
took office and almost immediately granted Nixon a presidential pardon, thereby preventing a trial.
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5erALD FORD

rald Ford became president when Nixon resigned. Ford had been chosen to replace Nixon’s first
e president, Spiro Agnew, who resigned in the face of impending criminal charges (relating to cor-
tion during his tenure as governor of Maryland). When Ford selected his vice president (Nelson
ockefeller), it was the first time that neither the president nor the vice president had been elected
y the public.

Ford's pardon of Nixon brought the Watergate era to a close. It also cost Ford politically, as it raised
ispicions that Nixon and Ford had struck a deal. Ford’s political fortunes were further undermined
y a weak economy. People were encouraged to wear “WIN” buttons: Whip Inflation Now. An oil
mbargo organized by Arab nations (under the leadership of OPEC) against the United States
ncreased fuel prices, which in turn caused the price of almost everything else to rise. Inflation,
oupled with an increasing unemployment rate, and the damage done to his credibility by the media,
specially Saturday Night Live, sealed Ford’s fate. In 1976 he was defeated by Democrat Jimmy Carter.

immy CARTER
arter inherited a weakening economy. During his presidency, inflation exceeded 10 percent, and
nterest rates on loans approached 20 percent. Slow economic growth coupled with inflation to worsen
he stagflation that began in Nixon’s term. Carter tried to balance the federal budget but failed (as
ad every president since Eisenhower).
Many of the nation’s economic problems resulted from the increased cost of OPEC petroleum. In
‘response, President Carter increased funding for research into alternative sources of power. Carter
created a new, cabinet-level government agency, the Department of Energy, to oversee these efforts.
Many Americans saw nuclear power as a solution to the nation’s energy woes. Opponents argued
that nuclear power plant failures were potentially catastrophic; their fears were reinforced when a
Pennsylvania plant at Three Mile Island failed, releasing radioactive materials into the atmosphere.
The high point of the Carter administration came when President Carter personally brokered a
peace agreement between Israel and Egypt. Israeli-Egyptian conflict dated to the moment of Israel’s
founding in 1948, when Israel was besieged by hostile Arab neighbors. Tensions between Israel and
Egypt were heightened by the 1967 war, during which Israel took control of a desert region belonging
to Egypt. In 1978, however, the leaders of the two countries agreed to meet with each other, in each
other’s countries. It was a major breakthrough in Israeli-Arab relations; most Arab nations refused
even to acknowledge Israel’s existence. President Carter hoped to capitalize on this breakthrough.
He invited the two leaders to Camp David and personally brokered an agreement between the two
nations. Ever since, the United States has actively participated in peace negotiations in the region.
Carter enjoyed some foreign policy successes. Along with negotiating the peace treaty between
Israel and Egypt, he also concluded an arms agreement with the Soviets. However, Carter also suf-
fered some major setbacks. When the USSR invaded Afghanistan, Carter’s efforts proved powerless
in forcing a withdrawal. Carter also flip-flopped in Nicaragua, where first he befriended the revolu-
tionary Sandinista government and then turned against them as they allied themselves more closely
with the USSR and Cuba. Carter’s worst crisis involved Iran, when American hostages were taken in
retaliation for America’s decades-long support of the repressive, deposed Shah. Held for more than
a year, the hostages were not released until after Ronald Reagan took office.
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Reacan, Bush, Cuinton, AnD BusH Jr. (1980—-2000)
Note that, according to the College Board’s AP U.S. History Web page:

The multiple-choice section may include a few questions on the period since 1980, but neither the
DBQ nor the essay questions in Parts B and C deal exclusively with this period.

Translation: If you know nothing about the period after 1980 because your class never got that
far, the worst that can happen is that you might miss a few multiple-choice questions. The sections
below include a few things you ought to know about U.S. history since 1980. It is useful to know the
key events and issues of the last few presidencies. This might even enable you to choose an essay
that covers content after 1980.

THE Reacan CanpiDACY
By the late 1970s, many Americans had grown tired of the conflicts of the previous decade. Many
were uncomfortable with the growing cynicism toward political leaders. Jimmy Carter hit a raw
nerve—and disturbed many Americans—when he complained in a speech that the people were let-
ting themselves be overtaken by a “national malaise” (malaise means “a sick, uncomfortable feeling”).
Ronald Reagan saw that the nation was ready for a major change. In running for president in 1980,
Reagan presented himself as Carter’s opposite and a Washington “outsider,” not tainted by events of
the previous two decades, much as Carter had portrayed himself as an outsider in 1976. Where Carter
blamed the American people for the country’s problems, Reagan stressed the positive aspects of Ameri-
ca. Furthermore, Reagan himself was extremely likable. Many Americans who disagreed with Reagan’s
conservative politics nonetheless voted for him because they liked him and his “can-do” attitude.
Further damaging Carter’s chances was the third-party candidacy of liberal Republican John Anderson,
who attracted a sizable “protest vote” from those who might otherwise have supported Carter. In the
end, Reagan won the 1980 election by a landslide.

SuppLY-SIDE Economics |
Ronald Reagan tried to revive the economy by applying the theory of supply-side economics. Reagan
believed that if corporate taxes were reduced, those corporations would earn greater profits. They
would then use those profits, he believed, to buy new equipment and hire more employees. As a
result, wealth would “trickle down” by creating more jobs and reinvigorating the economy. (George
Bush Sr. would refer to this policy as “voodoo economics.”) Reagan coupled this with large-scale
deregulation, particularly in the areas of banking, industry, and the environment. He also success-
fully lobbied Congress for an across-the-board tax cut for all Americans. This policy increased his
popularity with most Americans, although many complained that tax cuts hurt the poor, who pay
little in income tax but depend on federal enfranchisement programs (such as welfare, food stamps,
and Medicaid) to survive.

At first Reagan’s economic policies had little effect. The country continued in a recession for almost
two years before the economy revived. Even then, results were mixed. Although inflation subsided,
the unemployment rate continued to rise, lending credence to the criticism that, under Reagan, the
rich were getting richer while the poor were getting poorer. Rather than reinvesting in the economy,
as supply-side economics suggested, the rich used the money saved on taxes to buy luxury items.
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MILITARY SPENDING AND BupGer DEericITS

Ronald Reagan sought to eliminate the federal deficit by decreasing the size of the federal govern-
ment. He called his plan the New Federalism, and its goal was to shift governmental power from
the national government to the states. Reagan suggested that the states take complete responsibility
for welfare, food stamps, and other social welfare programs currently funded at the national level;
in return, the national government would assume the entire cost of Medicaid. Reagan’s goal was
never accomplished, however. The states feared that the shift would greatly increase the cost of state
government, which would require unpopular tax increases at the state level.

At the same time, Reagan convinced Congress to greatly increase military spending. He funded

research into a space-based missile shield system called the Strategic Defense Initiative, or SDI (the
~ program was dubbed “Star Wars” by both supporters and detractors). Arguing that America needed
to more quickly develop superior arms, Reagan also escalated the arms race with the USSR. Some
historians have argued that the arms race bankrupted the Soviet Union and helped bring about an
end to the Cold War, while others mainly credit Soviet leader Gorbachev for the Cold War’s end.
- Tax cuts, increased military spending, and the failure of Reagan’s New Federalism plan combined
* to escalate the federal budget deficit. Government spending increased while government revenues
 shrank, forcing the government to borrow money. Congress blamed the deficit on Reagan’s tax cuts and
called for a tax increase. Reagan, on the other hand, argued that the fault was with Congress, which
refused to decrease funding for social welfare programs at the rate the president requested. Neither side
" “budged, and as a result, the federal deficit reached record heights during the Réagan administration.

~ ForeieN Pouicy UNDER ReAGAN

In foreign policy, Reagan was a full-fledged Cold War hawk. He supported repressive regimes and
- right-wing insurgents in El Salvador, Panama, the Philippines, and Mozambique, all because they
. opposed communism. During the Reagan administration, the U.S. military led an international
- invasion of Grenada to topple a new Communist government there.

One of Reagan’s top foreign policy priorities was support for a group of Nicaraguan insurgents
_called the “Contras.” Reports that the Contras were torturing and murdering civilians led Congress
~to cut off aid to the group, but the Reagan administration was so fully committed to them and
.opposed to the Sandinistas, who were Communists, that it devised a plan to fund them through
other channels. The government sectetly sold weapons to Iran, then used the income to buy guns for
the Contras. The entire process was eventually discovered; it came to be known as the Iran-Contra
- affair. Critics argued that Iran-Contra represented a constitutional crisis, pointing out that the
plan had denied Congress the “power of the purse” central to the system of checks and balances.
Supporters claimed that the president had broken no laws and that his goals were good ones.
Another foreign policy setback came when the Reagan administration sent marines to Lebanon
as part of a United Nations peacekeeping force. A suicide bomb killed 240 servicemen and led to an
. eventual pullout of troops.

Reagan’s greatest successes in foreign policy came in U.S.-Soviet relations. At first, Reagan’s hard-
line antj-communism led to deterioration in relations. The rhetorical war between the two enemies
was fierce, Reagan calling the Soviet Union “the evil empire,” and hitting an all-time low when he
jokingly declared that he had outlawed the USSR, and added “the bombing begins in five minutes.”
Although not meant to be heard by the public, the joke was picked up by a microphone and later
broadcast repeatedly. The escalated arms race further destabilized relations by constantly altering
the military balance of power. Ultimately, however, the arms race helped bring the adversaries to the
bargaining table, as neither side could afford the high cost.
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American-Soviet relations were further helped when the Soviet Union chose reformer Mikhail
Gorbachev to lead the country. Gorbachev is best known for his 1980 economic policy of perestroika
and his social reforms collectively referred to as glasnost. Gorbachev loosened Soviet control of East-
ern Europe, increased personal liberties in the Soviet Union, and eventually allowed some forms of
free-market commerce in the Communist country. Reagan and Gorbachev met frequently and ulti-
mately negotiated a withdrawal of nuclear warheads from Europe.

Georce H. W. BusH

The election of 1988 convinced many Americans that progressive liberalism was finally destroyed,
as George Bush easily defeated the Democratic candidate, Michael Dukakis, who was then Gover-
nor of Massachusetts. In accepting his party’s nomination, George Bush called for “a kinder, gentler
America,” and he is most remembered for declaring, “Read my lips: no new taxes.” “Liberalism”
had become the “L word” and feminism had become the new “F word.” Most Americans settled
back into traditional American lifestyles that celebrated values like family and abstinence from sex
and drugs (Nancy Reagan had urged kids your age to “Just say NO!”). It appeared as if the moral
majority had spoken.

The most significant events of the Bush presidency were the ending of the Cold War (symbolized
by the dismantling of the Berlin Wall and breakup of the Soviet Union) and the Persian Gulf War. If
containment had been the guiding policy during the Cold War, but the Soviet Union no longer posed
a threat to the world order, it would be left to George Bush to set the course for U.S. foreign policy
into the twenty-first century. The test came in August 1990, when Saddam Hussein, the leader of
Iraq, invaded Iraq’s tiny but oil-rich neighbor Kuwait. When Saddam seized Kuwait’s oil fields and
threatened the world’s access to Middle East oil, Washington reacted immediately. Having learned
the lessons of Vietnam, Bush built a consensus in Congress and assembled an international coalition
against Iraq in the U.N.

Operation Desert Storm consisted mostly of massive air strikes against strategic Iraqi targets, and
most Americans watched the war from the safety of their homes on television as if it were a video
game. The war ended quickly with few American casualties. Although Iraq was required to submit
to U.N. inspectors to insure that there were no weapons of mass destruction or chemical warfare
production facilities, Saddam Hussein remained in power, a decision many foreign policy experts
later came to criticize. It appeared that U.S. foreign policy in the post-Cold War era would focus on
political stability in the Middle East and defending human rights.

Post-1980 Sociery

Though the 1980s were before you were born and may even seem like ancient history to you, histori-
ans assert that it can take as many as 50 years or more before enough time has elapsed for people to
evaluate the past objectively. Keeping that in mind, let’s take a look at some of the major trends and
developments that historians have begun to identify in the past 20 or 30 years.

CHancING DEMOGRAPHICS

As was the case a century ago, when predominantly eastern European immigrants arrived by the
millions onto America’s shores, immigration since 1974 has significantly affected the shape and tenor
of American society. In 1890, 86 percent of immigrants to the United States were from Europe. From
the 1970s through today, however; the fastest growing ethnic minorities in the United States have
been Hispanics and Asians, and according to the 2000 census, Hispanics now outnumber African-
Americans as the largest minority in the United States. Much of this growth among Asians and
Hispanics has been fueled by immigration.
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The Immigration Act of 1965 contributed significantly to the increase in immigration by members
hese population groups. This legislation phased out all national quotas by 1968 and set annual
ts on immigration from the Western Hemisphere and the rest of the world, essentially relaxing
rictions on non-European immigration. Tt gave priority to reuniting families and to certain skilled
‘kers (particularly scientists) and political refugees. Though the vast majority of immigrants who
red under this legislation did so in order to join family members, searching for employment and
ing from persecution still ranked high among the most common reasons people came to the
ted States. Several groups admitted under these regulations included Cuban and Southeast Asian
fugees created by Fidel Castro’s revolution and the Vietnam War, respectively.

At the end of the twentieth century, from 1970 to 2000, the number of foreign-born people living
the United States went from 10 million to 31 million, or 11 percent of the total population. Fifty-
e percent of those foreign-born were from Latin America, while 27 percent were from Asia, the
cond-largest group. Not since the turn of the twentieth century has the United States experienced
comparable surge in immigration. In 1915 immigrants made up 15 percent of the total population,
e largest percentage in our history so far.

What will all these changes mean for American society? The increasing racial and ethnic diversity
of our population has not only sparked heated debate on immigration policy but also on issues such as
bilingual education and affirmative action. Discussions of immigration policy have generally centered
on illegal immigration, the role and impact that immigrants have on the economy, and the extent to
which an influx of new cultures, attitudes, and ideas will reshape society. Tensions created by this new
‘wave of immigration have resulted in various measures to curb illegal immigration, abolish bilingual
. education in some states, and allow both low-skilled and high-skilled workers into the United States
on a temporary basis to provide needed labor and services. In 1986, for instance, Congress passed the
Simpson-Mazzoli Act, which outlawed the deliberate employment of illegal immigrants and granted
legal status to some illegal aliens who entered the United States before 1982.

Whether you believe that immigrants place a burden on social services or support and enrich the
development of our economy and society, it is clear that the United States is in the midst of major
demographic changes that are visible today. With each new wave of immigration, ethnic enclaves
sprout in big cities and neighborhoods, contributing to America’s unique mixture of peoples. A cen-
tury ago, they were communities such as Little Italy in New York City or Chinatown in San Francisco.
Today, reflecting more recent population trends, there are places like Little Havana in Miami and Little
Saigon in Orange County, California. Americans have also seen an increase in multilingual services
and the media catering to Hispanics and Asians in particular. Even political parties openly attempt
to attract Hispanics in recognition of their potential political influence. The impact of these changing
demographics will be felt for generations to come.

THe Cunton Presipency (1993-2000)

William Jefferson Clinton was the first Democrat to be elected president since Jimmy Carter. After
more than a decade of Republican control of the White House, Clinton and Al Goere took control in
January 1993. Although it is doubtful that you would be required to write an essay that went through
the 1990s, you could see a few multiple-choice questions about the major events that occurred during
the two Clinton administrations. The following is a brief review of those issues and events.

The first significant event of the Clinton presidency was the establishment of the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). Although the treaty had been negotiated by the previous Republican
administration, Clinton signed it into law in 1993. The agreement did exactly what it sounds like it
did—eliminated trade barriers among the United States, Mexico, and Canada. While the treaty was
severely criticized by American labor unions, corporate interests supported it enthusiastically. Despite
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often speaking favorably about the concept of free trade, and gradually reducing tariff barriers over
time, the United States has historically interfered with trade, usually in the form of high, protective
tariffs, when it was beneficial to certain political and economic groups, but always under the guise
of protecting the “national interest.”

No doubt, the most infamous event of Clinton’s presidency was the Clinton-Lewinsky scandal that
led to Clinton’s impeachment during his second term in office. Some Clinton supporters believe that
Kenneth Starr had it in for the Clintons, beginning with his accusations of their dubious real estate
dealings in what came to be known as Whitewater. Regardless, the U.S. House of Representatives im-
peached Clinton for perjury, obstruction of justice, and abuse of power. Remember that impeachment
is the formal accusation of wrongdoing; it does not mean you are thrown out of office. According to
the Constitution, the House of Representatives has the “sole power of impeachment,” and any federal
official can be impeached for committing treason, bribery, or other “high crimes and misdemeanors.”
The United States Senate then has the “sole power to try all impeachments.” Although Clinton was
impeached, he was acquitted by the Senate and remained in office to finish his second term. Several
federal judges have been impeached throughout American history, but Clinton was only the second
president ever impeached. Lincoln’s vice president, Andrew Johnson, was impeached, but he too was
acquitted and was not thrown out of office. Students sometimes think that Nixon was impeached for
his involvement in Watergate. He wasn’t. He resigned before the House of Representatives completed
the process. '

Clinton was really the first post-Cold War president, and he made it clear that one of his major
foreign policy goals was the protection of human rights around the world (although some criticized
his turning a blind eye to human rights violations in China, defending capitalism over democracy.) In
1999 Clinton supported a bombing campaign in the former Yugoslavia under the auspices of NATO.
Slobodan Milosevic, president of Serbia, was conducting a brutal policy of “ethnic cleansing” against
Albanians. Milosevic was eventually tried and convicted for committing “crimes against humanity.”

Other notable events that took place during the Clinton years include his “Don’t ask, don’t tell”
policy pertaining to gays in the U.S. military and his appointments of Ruth Bader Ginsburg and -
Stephen Breyer to the Supreme Court. Two significant initiatives that failed were his proposal for a
national health care program and campaign finance reform.

THE 2000 ELECTION

While it is incredibly unlikely that you will be asked to know anything specific about the George W.

" Bush administration, other than the obvious major events like 9/11 and the situation in Iraq (although
certainly not in any detail), you may see a question about the 2000 election. According to the Consti-
tution, a candidate must win a majority of electoral votes to win the presidential election. However,
because of the “winner-take-all” system regarding the allotment of electoral votes in most states, it is
possible for a candidate to win the majority of the popular vote nationwide but lose the presidency.
Recall that this happened in 1824, when Jackson won the popular vote, but John Quincy Adams be-
came president, and again in 1876, when Samuel J. Tilden lost to Rutherford B. Hayes. On election
night in November 2000, it appeared that Al Gore had defeated George W. Bush. However, through a
convoluted series of mishaps with the voting procedure in Florida, the results of the Electoral College
were questioned. Eventually, the Supreme Court prevented a formal recount of the vote in Florida
and George W. Bush was elected.
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FRICAN=-AMERICANS IN PoLITICS

lowing the accomplishments of Freedom Summer in 1964, the Voting Rights Act of 1965, and the
enty-fourth Amendment to the Constitution, which prohibited the use of poll taxes, measures
h as literacy tests and poll taxes that had been used by many Southern states to deny African-
mericans the right to vote were summarily banned. The results in the South were dramatic: In 1960
nly 20 percent of eligible African-Americans had been registered to vote, but by 1971, that number
ad jumped to 62 percent. Since 1974 thousands of African-Americans have been elected to legislative
ffices at the local, state, and national level. Cities such as Los Angeles, Chicago, Washington, D.C.,
tlanta, and New Orleans elected their first African-American mayors in the 1980s. The nation’s first
frican-American governor was elected in 1990 in Virginia.

- In 1984 and 1988, Reverend Jesse Jackson became the first African-American to run for the
emocratic presidential nomination. According to the U.S. Census Bureau in 2000, there were 1,540
frican-American legislators, representing 10 percent of the total number of legislators nationwide.
olin Powell and Condoleezza Rice, both secretaries of state under President George W. Bush, had
ccupied the most powerful political office that African-Americans have yet held since Thurgood Mar-
all was appointed to the Supreme Court by Lyndon Johnson in the 1960s. Of course, those records
ere obliterated with the historic 2008 election of Barack Obama as president of the United States.

RBAN PROBLEMS

‘As in the past, people in the 1950s and 1960s flocked to the cities for employment and cheaper hous-
g African-Americans continued to move to Northern and Western cities as they had done during
World Wars I and II, while other minorities, including immigrants from Latin America, were drawn
to cities for similar reasons. By the 1970s and 1980s, however, mounting urban problems—overcrowd-
ing, increasing unemployment and crime rates, and decaying and inadequate housing and commercial
areas—initiated a trend of mostly white, middle-class Americans leaving the cities for the suburbs (a
phenomenon nicknamed “white flight”); the open spaces, shopping malls, and better-funded schools of
the suburbs also enticed people to move. When middle-class families moved to the suburbs, businesses
and industries that once provided vital jobs and tax revenue for cities followed. The result was that
- poor people and racial minorities remained in cities where there were insufficient funds for housing,
- sanitation, infrastructure, and schools.

Meanwhile, televised urban riots in the 1960s, such as those in Los Angeles, Chicago, and New
York after the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr., only served to widen the gap between cities
and suburbs and to heighten racial tensions. One of the worst urban riots occurred much later in 1992
in South Central Los Angeles, where many African-Americans expressed outrage at the acquittal of
four white police officers who were videotaped beating a black man, Rodney King,

Tensions between urban and suburban areas surfaced in ways that highlighted both racial and class
animosity. The Supreme Court decision in Millicent v. Bradley in 1974 required that municipal areas
with residential segregation had to bus students to neighboring schools to achieve racial integration in
classrooms. In 1974-1975 the forced busing of students resulted in violence in South Boston when black
students from a poorer section were bused into a predominantly white, working-class neighborhood
school by court order. Buses were vandalized and attacked while riot police tried to quell the mob.
White families moved from South Boston or sent their children to private schools, while even some black
families opposed the forced busing, arguing instead that the schools in their black neighborhoods should
receive better funding. Busing continued in many major cities through the late 1990s, and although many
schools did achieve greater racial integration, the strategy was not without its critics.
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THE CoNSERVATIVE RESURGENCE

Dismayed with what they perceived to be the excesses of the civil rights movement, the counterculture
movement, and feminism, some Americans were eager to bring the country back to traditional values
based on religious principles. Other Americans were alarmed by the rising cost of social welfare pro-
grams created by the New Deal and Johnson’s Great Society. The conservative resurgence began in
the 1970s at the grassroots level with a variety of groups that focused on single issues such as ending
abortion, criticizing affirmative action, emphasizing traditional gender roles and the nuclear family,
and opposing the Equal Rights Amendment for women and gay rights, particularly concerning the
question of same-sex marriage.

Instrumental in energizing conservatives throughout the 1970s and 1980s were right-wing evan-
gelical Christians, members of a branch of Protestantism that emphasized a “born-again” religious
experience and adherence to strict standards of moral behavior taken from the Bible. Evangelical-
ism, particularly fundamentalist sects, became increasingly prominent in political life from the 1970s
through the 1990s. Fundamentalists denounced the moral relativism of liberals and believed in a
literal interpretation of the Bible. Evangelical groups also became increasingly political. Conservative
evangelicals and fundamentalists such as Billy Graham, Jerry Falwell, and Pat Robertson helped
to mobilize other like-minded citizens to support the Republican Party and bring together various
conservative groups to form a movement known as the New Right. The growing strength of the New
Right was evident in the key role it played in helping to elect Ronald Reagan in 1980, and in 1994
when the Republican Party under Newt Gingrich recaptured control of both houses of Congress
under Democratic President Bill Clinton. Evangelical Christians continued to support Republicans
with the election and re-election of George W. Bush.
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